Facilitating the Mobilization and Sharing of
Biodiversity Data using a Standard, Open, and

Replicable Course Curriculum

Laura Anne Rusself, Mélianie Raymondf, Maheva Bagard Laursenf, Sharon Grant§, Sophie
Pamerlon!, David BloomT

1 GBIF, Copenhagen, Denmark

§ Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago, United States of America
| GBIF France, Paris, France

9 VertNet, Sebastapool, United States of America

Corresponding author: Laura Anne Russell (larussell@gbif.org)

Abstract

The Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF) empowers its global network through
capacity-building activities that promote and enable the efficient mobilization and use of
information about biodiversity. These activities work across capacity development levels,
targeting individuals, institutions, nations, and global regions. This work expands the
communities of practice engaged with the collection and curation of biodiversity. GBIF
efforts build partnerships that institutionalize new capacity within a growing network of
data publishing institutions. Coordination and dissemination is supported through the
development of Participant nodes and regional collaborations.

The Biodiversity Information for Development (BID) and the Biodiversity Information Fund
for Asia (BIFA) programmes illustrate how a standardized, open, and replicable training
curriculum underpins the success of funding programmes. These programmes support
the biodiversity community and increase the amount of data mobilized and shared openly
for use in science and research.

During this presentation, we will describe the role that the Biodiversity Data Mobilization
course plays in GBIF’s approach to capacity enhancement. We will review successes and
challenges and discuss the processes used to continually improve our approach to
training and capacity development.
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