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3 1,500 species living within 117 habitats
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% grassland
(CORINE 2.5 degree ~ 3km2) cells
™ High: 100

Low:0

6'4 1% of semi-natural

habitat per farm

Up to 27% undervalued by

policy
FARM ECOS

Farming and Natural Resources:
Measures for Ecological Sustainability
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Rotchés-Ribalta et al. (2020)

Map by Neil Reid . % um, .'
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lreland’s bees

1 honey bee =
21 bumble ls

77 solitary bees

1/3 at risk of extinctior




Protected species

Agri-environmental scheme:
Solitary bee hotels and sand piles

Saorla Kavanagh




Why does pollinator decline matter?

75% crop species worldwide
are animal pollinated

e In Ireland — apples, strawberries, blackcurrants,
raspberries

e Irish food crops up to €59M per year (2005-2014)

| / Stout et al. (2019) Envionmentl Protection Agency
http://www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/research/biodiversity/Research Report 291.pdf



http://www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/research/biodiversity/Research_Report_291.pdf

Why does pollinator diversity matter?

More species => more pollination Different types of pollinators have
and pest control in farmland different traits — this can maximise
yield across crops
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Why does pollinator decline matter?

© J. Stout

E.g. nitrogen
fixing legumes

E.g. fruit and
seeds for
farmland
animals &
maintenance
of plant
communities

Rich Edmondson, www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/natureuk/2010/09/early-autumn-fruits.shtml




Value of pollination services

75% crop species worldwide are animal pollinated

87.5% flowering plant species are animal pollinated
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Drivers of decline

oss = homelessness
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All-lreland Pollinator Plan

B Allreland 1. ]Ic\/[akiglg Ireland pollinator
Ireland riendly
[ . e F land bli d pri
PolhnatgrﬁPﬂlgn Pollinator Plan Farmiand, public an private

59N . .
2015-2020 2. Ralsmg awareness of

pollinators and how to
protect them

3. Managed bees - supporting
beekeepers and growers

4. Expanding our knowledge
on pollinators and
pollination services

5. Tracking change —
collecting evidence to track
change and measure
success

-2 where pollinators can
survive and thrive

Una FitzPatrick

National g\d
Biodiversity 0
Data Centre

www.pollinators.ie
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Pollinator Plan

2015-2020 »

AIPP: the approach

Collaboration: Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland are working together to share
knowledge, experience and resources to address the problem

100+ partners fund their own actions

The Plan is supported by 68 organisations “’%T ' e s A S | Integrate existi ng networks/pa rtnerSh I pS
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AIPP: the approach

All-Ireland

Pollinator Plan

2015-2020%

Clear guidance on how to help

our b

Pollinator-friendly actions, each very
clearly explained

~ Al Treland s
i Hwtgudl
&MW S—— nesting habitat
Help s " e =

Gardens: |

actions to help pollinators
it

i
Councils:

actions to help pollinators |

Al]
Poll
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20 Local (

actionst

Businesses:

actions to help pollinators

4
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www.pollinators.ie

Collecting and using pollinator
friendly w11dﬂower seed

ow-to-guide L

Lots of Options

All actions are pragmatic & low cost

v
v
v" Free on website

How-to gu1de

Hedgerows for Pollinators

|

G LAY

o=t St ams
Iy

How-to-guide

F Pollinator-friendly

Develop a Pollinator Plan | Group
for your school Water
Eet Scheme

Pollinator-friendly
management of

% Golf
Courses

Guidelines for
users of imported
) bumblebee colonies
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AIPP: the approach

Positive messaging

A NANE NN

www.pollinators.ie

Celebrate what we have

Bees as a vehicle for wider biodiversity
Celebrate best practice

It is important that people feel they are
part of something — together we can
make a difference

POLLINATOR
CHAMPION

awarded to

for taking action to protect pollinators

All-Ireland

Pollinator Plan

2015-2020

ways
to help
pollinators

&
. Let Dandelions a i

‘bloom

Dandelions provide vital
food for hungry bees in spring.

v

Reduce mowing

Mow every 6 weeks from

mid-April to allow flowers
like clover to grow and provide
food.

. Pollinator
 friendly bulbs
Plant Crocus, Allium or Snow-

drop bulbs. They provide better
food than Daffodils and Tulips.

Pollinator
friendly bedding
Begonias, Petunias and Busy Lizzies don't

provide food for pollinators. See our website
for alternatives e.g. Calamintha nepeta.

Plant native
flowering trees

flowers provide important food
for pollinators.

Don’t spray

The overuse of herbicides
is making it difficult for
pollinators to find enough
flowers to feed from.

* » ¥ax

Willow, Hawthorn and Blackthorn

% Bare soil for nesting
P’ Most of our bees need bare soil to
nest. Create a small south-facing earth

bank to provide shelter.

Putup signage
/ Inform the public where

1 0 . Record your actions

actions on our

increase in pollinator resources (-
in the landscape!

The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan
2015-2020is a strategy

addressing
pollinator declines and protecting pollination
services on the island of ireland. See the
website to find out what other actions

you can take to help.

National ‘U
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Data Centre

www.pollinators.ie
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AIPP: the approach

All-Ireland

Pollinator Plan

2015-2020

Simple messages and branding, range of comms approaches

R
All-Ireland
Pollinator Plan

2015-2020
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Home Partners Record your actions Record Pollinators Resources

All-Ireland Pollinator Plan

One third of our bee species are threatened with extinction from Ireland. This is because we have
drastically reduced the amount of food (flowers) and safe nesting sites in our landscapes. The All-
Ireland Pollinator Plan is about all of us, from farmers to local authorities, to schools, gardeners and
businesses, coming together to try to create an Ireland where pollinators can survive and thrive.

To see what can be done by each sector, click on the appropriate sector below.

Farmland Councils Communities Businesses
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News & Events Videos Media
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3.2

@% The Buzz

Eight communities win TidyTowns
awards for helping pollinators

Clonmel, Ennis, Sneem, Tullahought,
Buncrana, Killeshandra, Swords and
Geashill have won special Pollinator Awards
in the national TidyTowns competition.
Details

88% believe more needs to be done to
protect Ireland's bees

Survey on 1,000 adults in Ireland discovers
how they feel about bees and measures that
have been taken to help save them. Details

https://youtu.be/BXHAHHHki E

AllirelandPollinatorPlan

www.pollinators.ie

Arna Bhainistig
1 don bhFiadhdlra

Life on the edge

19

ol
N 4 . " Supe,
Donna Rainey explains how a phonecall to her local Roads Service APedaly
kickstarted a project that has protected many wildflower-rich verges in
Morthemn Ireland.  Routine mowing of roadside wildflower verges has

troubled me for years, My summer walks and ...

The fight to save the bees

B 26th Movamber 2
Following publication of the mid-term review of the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2015-2020, Or Una
Fltzpatrick reflects on some of the achlevements and challenges faced. 1 haven't worked a day In

my life. = If that was the case .. Conl
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AIPP: the successes

Since 2015...

Actions for

schools in Rol
polllnators across %Supemll%b
Ireland, across sectors

~4,000 actions over >3,000km? &g

Reached all 3,200 primary
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50% of Councils have
already formally partnered
& agreed to take actions

Policy National Biodiversity
Action Plan 4.1.8.
“Implement the All-Ireland
Pollinator Plan”

162 local communities have
become pollinator-friendly

SuperValu vy

TidgTowns

Joined global efforts via
Promote Pollinators

S‘ioo PROMOTE
POLLINATORS
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AIPP: the successes

Short-term
_ All-Irefand
it Pollinator Plan

20152020

AT AR .
Buy-in

Sites per sector

M Businesses M Central Government
B Councils-Actions
M Councils-Palicy changes
M Environmental NGOs @ Faith Communities
M Gardens M Golf Courses
[l Headquarters/Campuses
M Local Communities (including Tidy Towns)
W OPW M Schools

‘Actions for Pollinators’
pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie

Medium-term

Returning food and shelter
to the landscape

All-Ireland

Pollinator Plan

2015-2020,
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Summary:

* Science underpins understanding of pollinator
decline and how to tackle it

* Helps to make the case for action

* Policy gaps filled with voluntary, bottom-up Plan
 Participatory approach
* Cross sectoral
* Clear evidence-based guidance
e Simple positive messaging

Erin Jo Tiedeken

| !ﬂ National _ 0

. . Biodiversity
www.pollinators.ie 4 Data Centre

=Y Trinity College Dublin
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= The University of Dublin

Gemma Hughes
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